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3" January 2026
Dear Parents
Welcome back to Term 2!

Christmas 2025 and the Visit by The Nooks

On behalf of the staff members of Carrick PS, we would like to say thank you to the pupils
and parents for all the Christmas cards, gifts and good wishes received in December 2025.
Your kindness is really appreciated. Thanks to The Nooks who came to Carrick on Friday
19™ December 2025 and entertained the children so well. The children and staff thoroughly
enjoyed dancing and singing along to the Christmas music.

Christmas Bingo and Art Day

Many thanks to Friends of Carrick who organised a Christmas Bingo and Art Day for the
children on Thursday 18™ December 2025. The event raised a fantastic £750 for Friends of
Carrick. Thank you to all the parents, pupils and staff members who donated prizes for the
Bingo. Your generosity is very much appreciated.

Journey to Santa

We are delighted that our “Journey to Santa” Project went so well. The winners of the
Journey to Santa draw were: Rory Mulholland, Fiadh McGovern, David Zanfir, Ivy
Campbell, Erin Rafferty, Maggie Mathers, Mia Quirke, Cillian Hurson, Hanna Jaszczuk,
Shauna Byrne, Aaron Porter, Conor McGivern, Eva McKernan and Daniel Nagle.

We would encourage as many families as possible to walk/cycle/scoot to school as it is the
healthiest option and it reduces congestion around the school. Thank you for all your
cooperation in relation to our Active Travel project.

Applications for P1 Places in September 2026

The application process for the new Primary 1 children who have reached or will reach their
fourth birthday on or before 1% July 2026 is online and will be open from Wednesday 7™
January until Wednesday 21* January 2026 (12 noon). If you need any assistance with this
process or if you would like to view the school, please contact the Principal on 028 417
52448. For more information about Carrick Primary School, please visit our website
www.carrickprimaryschool.com.

Wellbeing Day
Our next Wellbeing Day is planned for Friday 6th February 2026. This will be a Jersey Day
and our aim is to have all the counties in Ireland represented.


http://www.carrickprimaryschool.com/

Extra-Curricular Activities

Hurling/Camogie training sessions for P4-7 will resume on Mon 12/01/26.
Art Classes will resume on Tues 13/01/26.

Soccer Classes will resume on Wed 14/01/26.

Choir Practices will resume on Wed 14/01/26.

Gaelic Football Training will resume on Fri 16/01/26.

School Dinners
The cost of a pupil’s school dinner has increased to £3.10 as from 1% January 2026. Please
ensure all dinner money is paid in advance so that bills do not accumulate.

Pantomime: Visits to the Grand Opera House and Newry Town Hall

On Thursday 8" January 2026 (P3/4) and Friday 9™ January 2026 (P5-7) the pupils will be
visiting the Grand Opera House in Belfast to see the Pantomime, Pinocchio. The Primary 4
children will be going home at 2pm on Friday gth January 2026. On Monday 19" January
the Primary 1 and Primary 2 children will be going to Newry Town Hall to see Aladdin.

Christmas Plays and Christmas Mass

Well done to all our Primary 1 and Primary 7 pupils who performed their Christmas Plays
and to our Primary 6 pupils who worked so hard in preparation for their Christmas Mass on
Saturday 13" December 2025. Congratulations to our Primary 4 children who sang
beautifully at Mass on Sunday 14™ December and to our String Group who also performed so
well at this Mass. The children were brilliant and were a real credit to themselves, their
families and our school.

Friends of Carrick’s Christmas Fayre

Thanks to everyone who supported the Friends of Carrick Christmas Fayre on Saturday 6"
December 2025 which raised £1837 for Friends of Carrick. Thanks also to the children who
brought in Jazzy Jars which were sold at the Christmas Fayre. Hospice Christmas Cards and
gifts were sold by the School Councillors and this raised £85.50 for the Hospice. The
councillors also raised £133.50 for the Benedictine Monks by selling candles on their behalf.
Thank you to the Friends of Carrick Committee for organising this event and thanks to those
who made donations to this fundraising event and those who sold items and donated the
proceeds to Friends of Carrick. Your generosity is very much appreciated.

Primary 6 Maths and English Club

The Primary 6 Maths and English Club will begin on Tuesday 13" January 2026 from 3.00-
4.15pm in preparation for the GL Assessments in November 2026. These extra classes will
continue each Tuesday until November 2026. These classes are completely optional.

St Colman's CoIIe%e Hurling Blitz

On Wednesday 26" November 2025, St Colman's College held a Primary School Hurling
Blitz. Twelve schools participated with thirteen teams playing. Carrick fielded two teams.
Carrick played against Annaclone, Bheanna Boirche, Saval, Aghaderg, Ballymaghery,
Dechomet and Cloughoge. The boys won five games and drew one. Despite the challenging
weather conditions, everyone demonstrated great teamwork, attitude and manners. Super
hurling skills were displayed. Congratulations boys! Thanks also to St Colman’s for
organising this great event.



Abbey Grammar School Hurling Blitz

On Thursday 27" November 2025, Down GAA held a regional Indoor Hurling Blitz in the
Abbey Grammar School in Newry. Primary five, six and seven children were invited
to attend, so Carrick was able to field three teams, and played against St Clare's Abbey, St
Ronan's and St Patrick's Primary School in Newry. Each team played exceptionally well and
won every game! Congratulations boys! Thanks to Mrs O'Hare, Miss McGuigan and Mr
Damien McConville for all the coaching and encouragement. Thanks also to Down GAA for
organising this blitz.

Primary 7 Readathon
The Primary 7 children will be participating in a Readathon Quiz on Thursday 19" February
2026. The children will be reading ten books and will then be competing in a quiz based on
the books they have read. We wish the Primary 7 children good luck with their preparations
for the Readathon Quiz.

School Fees

Thank you to all the parents who have sent in school fees so far. It has been a tradition for
parents to make an annual voluntary contribution to the school, to help supplement the school
budget, which has decreased significantly over the past few years. The fee for one pupil is
£30, two pupils £45 and more than two pupils £50 and this money is used to buy essential
school resources. Thank you so much for all your support, it is very much appreciated.
Please send in any remaining school fees.

Easy Fundraising

Thank you for all those who have helped to raise funds for Carrick Primary School through
the Easy Fundraising Scheme. Remember you can book hotels, flights, holiday tickets and
can buy gifts from many retailers including Tesco, Sainsburys, Amazon and many others and
make money for Carrick Primary School.

It’saseasyas 1,2, 3....

1. Go to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/carrickprimary/ and join for free.

2. Every time you shop online, go to Easyfundraising first, to find the site you want and
start shopping.

3. After you have checked out, that retailer will make a donation to your good cause
(Carrick Primary School) for no extra cost whatsoever!

Another option is to:

Go into your App Store;

Search Easy Fundraising;
Download,

Create an Account/Log in;

Click “Support a good cause”;
Search Carrick Primary School; and
Click Support

NookrwbdPE

There are no catches or hidden charges and Carrick Primary School would be really grateful
for your donations. If you experience any difficulty registering with easyfundraising please
contact the school and we will be happy to assist.


https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/carrickprimary/

Calendar January-June 2026

January Monday 05/01/26 Baker Day 5 (Children on Holiday)
Tuesday 06/01/26 Term 2 starts for Children

February Monday 09/02/26 School Development Day 1 (Children on Holiday)
Tuesday 10/02/26 School Development Day 2 (Children on Holiday)

Monday 09/02/26-Friday 13/02/26 Mid-Term Holidays for Children (Inclusive)

March Monday 16/03/26 Holiday
Tuesday 17/03/26 Holiday

April Friday 03/04/26 — Monday 13/04/26  Easter Holidays (Inclusive)
Monday 13/04/26 School Development Day 3 (Children on Holiday)
Tuesday 14/04/26 Term 3 starts for Children

May Monday 04/05/26 Holiday
Monday 25/05/26 School Development Day 4 (Children on Holiday)
Tuesday 26/05/26 School Development Day 5 (Children on Holiday)

e Carrick Primary School is due to close for pupils for the Summer Holidays at 12 noon on Tuesday 30" June 2026

Child Protection

The school’s Designated Teacher for Child Protection is Mrs Kelly while Mrs McPolin and
Mr Keenan are the Deputy Designated Teachers for Child Protection. Mrs P Sheehan is the
Designated Governor for Child Protection. Please contact the Designated Teacher, Deputy
Designated Teachers or the Principal if you have any Child Protection or safeguarding
concerns.

Books and Lego

Thank you to those parents who have returned school textbooks, library books, easy reads or
reading books and to those who have donated their own books and Lego which they no
longer need. These items are all very useful and are used to supplement our existing resources
and make a huge difference to our class resources.

Free School Meals/ Uniform/PE Uniform Assistance Application Forms

Please remember to apply for free school meals/uniform allowances/PE uniform
assistance, via the Education Authority’s website. Additional information and help are
available from the office for parents who wish to apply for meals, transport and/or
uniform assistance for 2025-2026. Please apply even if there is only a small chance of
success, as the school budget increases significantly if more children are receiving free
school meals.

Home to School Transport

The Education Authority has introduced a new online application process for parents
applying for home to school transport. Information on eligibility for transport assistance and
how to apply online can be found at https://www.eani.org.uk/financial-help/home-to-school-

transport.



https://www.eani.org.uk/financial-help/home-to-school-transport
https://www.eani.org.uk/financial-help/home-to-school-transport

Many thanks for your continued support and cooperation.
Yours faithfully

Mrs Amanda Duffin

Mrs Mary McCann

Dr Anne Cassidy

(Leadership Team)



