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Dear Parents 

 

Covid-19 

Thank you to all the pupils, staff, parents and Governors for making such an effort to keep 

themselves and everyone else safe in these challenging times. The whole school community 

has gone and is still going to extraordinary lengths to ensure that the risk of infection from 

Covid-19 is as low as possible. Please ensure children are picked up and leave the premises 

promptly to reduce the risk of infection. We are very grateful for these efforts and for the 

expertise and guidance constantly available from both the Public Health Agency and from the 

Board of Governors.  

 

Open Day 

Due to current restrictions we are unable to have our school Open Day on 5
th

 December 

2020. 

 

P1 Application Forms 

The application process for places in Primary One in September 2021 will open online 

on 7
th

 January 2021 and will remain open until 29
th

 January 2021. If you need any 

assistance, please do not hesitate to contact the school. 

 

Competition Winners 

Congratulations to Conor McGivern, Méabh Murtagh, Finn Murtagh, Enya McGovern 

Frankie O’Hare, Alfie Friel, Ava Mackin, Sean Gribben, Kerri McAteer, Anna Dunbar, 

Cillian Moore, Ellie McPolin, Daniel Harkin, Nicol Granat, Odhran McConville, Grace 

McConville, Zac Gee, Megan Bottell, Logan Burns, Eva O’Prey, Aidan O’Hare, Liam 

Bradley, Mhyrren Hughes, Orla Byrne, Daíthí McGovern, Lauren O’Grady, Lorcan McMeel, 

Olivia Braham and Shane McGreevy who recently won an award for their Road Safety 

Posters.    

Congratulations to Shannon Murney, Emma Rose Bradley, Annie McManus, Cillian Ward, 

Imogen McCarron, Charlie Rafferty, Darcie Blair, James Toner, Sarah Byrne, Padraig 

McMahon, Lucy Magee, Matthew Rooney, Sorcha Collins, Beth Casey, Oran Byrne, Grace 

McGovern, Mollie McDevitt, Fionn Magee, Roise Moore, Evie Connolly, Áine McAteer, 

Finn O’Prey, Rhys O’Rourke, Maeve McGovern, Enda McGovern, Aoife McGovern, Aston 

Aguero, Ava Matthews who recently won an award for their Anti-Bullying Posters.    

Well done to these children! 

 

School Fees 

Thank you to all the parents who have sent in school fees so far.  It has been the tradition for 

parents to make an annual voluntary contribution to the school, to help to supplement the 

school budget, which has decreased by £75000 over the past 3 years. The fee for one pupil is 

£25, two pupils £40 and more than two pupils £45.  Thank you so much for all your support, 

it is very much appreciated. 

 

 

 



Congratulations 

Congratulations to Miss McArdle (P5 teacher) and her fiancé Ryan Doyle who will be getting 

married on 28
th
 December 2020.  We are all looking forward to welcoming the new Mrs 

Doyle back to school in January. 

 

Audit of Books 

Thank you to those parents who returned text books, library books, easy reads or reading 

books to school recently. We would be grateful for the return of any school books you may 

have at home as they will be used to supplement our existing resources.  

 

Christmas Events 2020 

 

                
     

 Children’s Christmas dinner (“Christmas Happy Meal”) will be on Friday 4
th

 

December 2020.  Children are invited to wear their Christmas jumpers/favourite 

jumper on this day.  

 Christmas Jumper Day/Movie Day- Friday 18
th
 December 2020 (non-uniform day). 

 School closes for Christmas on Tuesday 22
nd

 2020 at 12 noon (Bus leaving at 

11.45am). There will be no dinners on this day and it is a non- uniform day.  

 Unfortunately, due to current restrictions we will not be having P1 and P7 Christmas 

Plays in the Assembly Hall this year, however we will be sharing class performances 

online during December.  

 A community event called the “12 Townlands of Christmas” is taking the place of the 

normal “Boxing Day” run.  Please see the Facebook link below for more details. 

https://www.facebook.com/burrentownlandrun  This will be a great community event.  

 The children return to school on Wednesday 6
th

 January 2021. 

 

School Holidays for the remainder of Term 1 
        

December /January-  Wednesday 23/12/20 –   Christmas Holidays for Children 

   Tuesday 05/01/21   (Inclusive) 

   

Sustrans Active School Travel Programme 

We are delighted that our “Journey to Santa” event is going so well. We would encourage as 

many families as possible to walk/cycle/scoot to school as often as possible as it is the 

healthiest option and reduces congestion around the school.   

 

Flashing “School Ahead” Signs 

The flashing “School Ahead” signs which are located along the Bridge Road have now been 

synchronised with the school opening hours and school holidays and should therefore be 

operational every school day. Please notify the school if the signage is not operational or is 

operational at the wrong times, so that this can be corrected.  

 

Traffic at Home time 

Can we ask all those dropping off or collecting children at the school, to be extra careful and 

to observe the normal rules of the road. Could we also ask everyone to ensure that there is 

always at least one disabled parking space available.  We appreciate that it can be very 

frustrating having to wait in the queue until the traffic moves on but we would ask everyone 

to exercise caution so as to try and avoid accidents. Please pass on this request to other 

family members and to others who may be collecting the children.  The Board of 

Governors is currently working with a number of agencies, in an effort to secure additional 

car parking spaces at the school, which would help to alleviate the traffic congestion.  

 

McAnulty’s Bus 

McAnulty’s Bus runs from the bottom of the Bridal Loanan, Warrenpoint (Leaving at 

8.30am) and travels along the Upper Dromore Road and up Milltown Street to Carrick 

Primary School each morning and completes the reverse of this journey each evening, leaving 

https://www.facebook.com/burrentownlandrun


the school at 2.40pm.  If you would like more information about this bus service, please 

contact McAnulty’s on 028 417 52228. 

 

St Vincent de Paul 

St Vincent de Paul has asked us to let parents know that they can provide assistance to any 

family in need.  Please contact St Vincent de Paul on 028 302 67590 or on 07562069337 if 

you would like any further information. 

 

Primary 1-3 Classes   
The school day for the P1-3 classes finishes at 2.00pm.  If whoever is due to collect a child at 

2.00pm is going to be late, could you please let the school know, as the children can become 

quite anxious and in some cases distressed if there is no one to collect them at 2.00pm 

 

Useful Websites 

We have compiled a list of websites which are very useful for reinforcing core concepts in 

Literacy and Numeracy, including:  

 

Numeracy:  www.topmarks.co.uk 

  www.taw.org 

  www.mathsisfun.com 

  www.crickweb.co.uk 

 

Literacy: www.literactive.com 

  www.oxfordowl.co.uk 

  www.topmarks.co.uk 

  www.crickweb.co.uk 

  www.primaryresources.co.uk 

  www.tes.co.uk 

 

ICT:  www.ictgames.com 

                          www.starfall.com 

www.squeebles.com  (An app for iPads/iPods) 

 

Early Exits 

If a child is taken out of school early, could parents please: send in a note to inform the 

teacher or ring the school secretary; call at reception; and sign the exit book when collecting 

the child from reception. 

 

Rights Respecting School (RRS)Project 

Our Rights Respecting School Project is developing well, thanks to the great work of Carrick 

Council, the pupils, staff, parents and Governors.  Please visit our website to view the work 

we have done so far as part of the RRS Project (www.carrickprimaryschool.com) and also to 

see the children’s RRS quizzes and games which are available on our website.   

 

Healthy Schools 

Carrick Primary School is involved in the Healthy Schools initiative.  Could parents please 

send in healthy snacks for break time.  The children are also encouraged to bring in a bottle of 

water to school each day. 

 

Contact Numbers 

We are currently updating our contact numbers on the school’s computer system and 

would ask parents to inform the school of any changes in addresses, home telephone 

numbers, work telephone numbers and/or mobile numbers throughout the year. 

 

Child Protection 

The school’s Designated Teacher for Child Protection is Mrs Kelly while Mrs McPolin and 

Mr Keenan are the Deputy Designated Teachers for Child Protection. Mr G Murdock Mrs P 

Sheehan and Mrs A Cassidy are the Designated Governors for Child Protection.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/
http://www.taw.org/
http://www.mathsisfun.com/
http://www.crickweb.co.uk/
http://www.literactive.com/
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/
http://www.crickweb.co.uk/
http://www.primaryresources.co.uk/
http://www.tes.co.uk/
http://www.ictgames.com/
http://www.starfall.com/
http://www.squeebles.com/
http://www.carrickprimaryschool.com/


Dinner Money 

The cost of dinners is now £2.60 per day. All dinner money needs to be paid on a Monday. 

Please make cheques for dinner money payable to Carrick Primary School. The Menu will be 

available on the school’s website (www.carrickprimaryschool.com). From September 2020 

onwards dinners cannot be provided if the dinner money owed exceeds £26.00. Thank you for 

your understanding with regard to this matter. 

 

Football Training 

Football training is cancelled until further notice.  

 

Health Needs 

Children in the Primary 3, 4 and 5 year groups have severe nut allergies. Consequently, 

I would ask you to avoid sending in nuts or nut products. I would appreciate your co-

operation with regard to this matter. If your child develops any allergies and/or any medical 

complaints during the course of the year, please let us know as soon as possible, so that we 

can take any necessary action. 

 

Water Bottles and PE Bags  

The “Carrick Primary School” water bottles cost £4 and the PE bags also cost £4. These are 

on sale from the office.  

 

Bus Bay 

In the interest of Health and Safety, could we ask everyone dropping off and/or collecting 

children to avoid parking in the bus bay as parked cars are preventing the bus from pulling 

into the bus bay.  As a result, children cannot board the bus nor disembark from the bus 

safely.  Please avoid parking in this area. 

 

Anti-Bullying Week 

During Anti-Bullying week the children discussed the issue of bullying and explored, through 

Circle Time and other class activities, how to counteract bullying.  Please talk to your 

children about this issue and feel free to contact the Principal if you have any ideas or 

concerns.   

 

C2K News Desk 

The upgraded C2K News Desk is available to all pupils both in school and at home.  The C2K 

News Desk provides many enjoyable opportunities for pupils to express their views and 

develop their interest in reading and writing articles about subjects across the curriculum.  It 

also offers readers the opportunity to have their own views and opinions published. It is a 

great resource for developing children’s Literacy both in school and at home and we would 

ask you to encourage the children to access the News Desk. The children need to have their 

C2K school login details and password in order to log in. 

How to access the news desk: 

 

 www.carrickprimaryschool.com 

 Kids area 

 C2K Login 

 Username and password 

 C2Knewsdesk 

 

Easy Fundraising 

Thank you for all those who have helped to raise more than £1500 for Carrick Primary School 

since October 2017 through the Easy Fundraising Scheme.  We currently have 74 supporters. 

Remember you can buy Christmas presents, book hotels, flights, holiday tickets and can buy 

from many retailers including Tesco, Sainsburys, Amazon and many others and make money 

for Carrick Primary School.  Please remember to use this if you are ordering online for 

Christmas 2020! 

 

It’s as easy as 1, 2, 3…. 

 

1.  Go to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/friendscarrickps/ and join for free. 

2. Every time you shop online, go to easyfundraising first, to find the site you want and 

start shopping. 

http://www.carrickprimaryschool.com/
http://www.carrickprimaryschool.com/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/friendscarrickps/


3. After you have checked out, that retailer will make a donation to your good cause for 

no extra cost whatsoever! 

 

Another option is to: 

1. Go into your App Store; 

2. Search Easy Fundraising; 

3. Download; 

4. Create an Account/Log in; 

5. Click “Support a good cause”; 

6. Search Carrick Primary School; and  

7. Click Support 

 

There are no catches or hidden charges and Carrick Primary School would be really grateful 

for your donations.  If you experience any difficulty registering with easyfundraising, please 

contact the school and we will be happy to assist. 

 

Many thanks for your continued support and cooperation. 

Yours faithfully                  

A Duffin 

M McCann 

A Cassidy 

(Leadership Team)  


